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Mountains which lie just to the west of Chernowitz (CHE.) Here
the Russians left behind the great plains, so suitable for their tanks
and artillery, and confronted rugged terrain with mountains rising to
seven or eight thousand feet, pierced only by narrow passes.
As a matter of fact they made no very pronounced attempts to
pierce the passes and invade the flat plain of Hungary (which lies to
the west of the Carpathians), since in August of 1944 the Roumanian
king surrendered all his armies to the Russians. This left the Nazis
in a precarious position, an$ they made the Danube and the fortress
city of Buda-Pest their next line of defence. The Russian armies
therefore traversed or by-passed the Carpathian wall without much
trouble during the autumn of 1944, and in November, 1944, (while
their northern armies were consolidating at Warsaw) drove to the
west, both north and south of Buda-Pest. In the vicinity of Lake
Balaton and the angle of the Danube the Nazis held back the Russian
forces for some months during the winter, only to be driven through
the Vienna corridor (between the Alps and the western Carpathians)
during the closing months of the war.
Let us now turn to the main advance towards the heart of Germany
and Berlin. During the summer of 1944 the Russians made what was
perhaps their most spectacular advance in the whole war. In a few
'weeks, during July and August of 1944, they liberated "White Russia/'
and the debatable lands north and south of Brest. Our map indicates
this remarkable advance by the great width between the isopleths for
June and August.
Warsaw and the upper Vistula were held by the Nazis for some
months at the end of 1944, but early in the new year the Red armies
pushed forward very rapidly across "Ethnic Poland" and the east of
Germany proper. The Sudeten Mountains deflected the attacks some-
what to the north-west, and no determined attack on the Nazis in
Bohemia occurred until Berlin was invested during the month of Aprilf
1945.
The invasion of the Nazi-held territory In France (as charted in the
Frontispiece) showed somewhat the same features. The main landings
en D-Day were on the shores formed of the softer formations of the
Paris basin north of Caen. To the west the ancient rocks of Brittany
and of the Cherbourg peninsula produced more precipitous coasts,
where the Allies were not so successful in attaining a landfall. After